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WASHINGTON - U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) today announced that it has revised the 
Employment Authorization Document (EAD), or Form I-766, to incorporate the addition of a machine-readable 
zone on the back of the card..

This update to the EAD is part of USCIS's ongoing efforts to deter immigration fraud. Starting May 11, USCIS 
began issuing the revised EAD cards. The machine-readable zone is compliant with International Civil Aviation 
Organization standards. USCIS also removed the two-dimensional bar code on the backside of the card and 
moved the informational box of text to just beneath the magnetic stripe on the card.  The revised card retains all 
of its existing security features. 

Old Card Design:                                           New Card Design:  
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These revisions are the result of extensive collaboration among Department of Homeland Security components, 
particularly U.S. Immigration and Custom Enforcement, Customs and Border Protection and USCIS.  For more 
information on employment authorization, travel documents and other immigration benefits, visit www.uscis.gov 
or call USCIS¿s National Customer Service Center at 1-800-375-5283. 
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